
 
 

June 12th, 2025 

 

Senator John Hickenlooper            Senator John Cur8s 

SH-316 Senate Office Building 120 Cons8tu8on Ave NE               SH-502 Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510                          Washington, DC 20510 

                
Senator Alex Padilla            Senator Tim Sheehy 

311 Senate Office Building             Russell Senate Office Building Suite 124 

Washington, DC 20510                  Washington, DC 20510 

 

Re: Support for S.1462, the Fix Our Forests Act  

Dear Senators Hickenlooper, Cur8s, Padilla, and Sheehy-   

  

The Colorado Water Congress (CWC) is a membership organiza8on consis8ng of more than 350 
members, serving as the principal voice of Colorado’s water community.  We are wri8ng to offer 
our support for S.1462 the Fix Our Forests Act, par8cularly provisions to reduce wildfire risk, 
protect municipal water supplies, and support overall watershed health. Thank you for your 
leadership in addressing cri8cal forest health needs and wildfire challenges by introducing this 
important bipar8san legisla8on.   

It is paramount that we work to improve the health of our na8on’s forested lands and protect 
communi8es and watersheds, par8cularly in the West, where wildfires have become 
increasingly devasta8ng and destruc8ve. This legisla8on outlines a comprehensive approach to 
improving forest and watershed health by helping to foster a collabora8ve partnership between 
federal agencies and local communi8es, authorizing common sense environmental streamlining 
authori8es, and expanding important research ini8a8ves.   

Communi8es na8onwide con8nue to face widespread destruc8on caused by intense wildfires. 
While wildfire is an important part of a healthy forest ecosystem, the catastrophic fires that are  

 



 
 

becoming more common burn with a severity and intensity that exceeds historic norms. These 
types of devasta8ng fires threaten public health and safety, water quality, nega8vely affect 
community resilience and infrastructure, and impact cri8cal water supplies. Wildfires threaten 
many of our member’s watersheds, and a proac8ve, comprehensive, and effec8ve federal 
response to mi8gate the threat of wildfire is necessary. The resources included in this bill are 
crucial to help control and reduce the severity of wildfires and protect Colorado’s watersheds. 
CWC supports a collabora8ve process of planning, priori8zing, and implemen8ng hazardous fuel 
reduc8on and forest health improvement projects while protec8ng, restoring, and enhancing 
forest ecosystems to promote the recovery of threatened and endangered species, improve 
biological diversity, water quality, and enhance produc8vity.  

CWC appreciates the inclusion of Fire Regime IV in 106(b)(1)(B)(ii) (line 10, pg. 48) for Insect and 
Disease projects.  We would appreciate addi8onal dialogue about addressing Colorado’s unique 
challenges with Fire Regime V. Many Fire Regime V’s are in high eleva8on forest types.  High 
eleva8on wildfires—especially in disease and insect infested forests – are becoming more 
common and severe and can have a significant impact on our communi8es and water 
systems.  Finding a mechanism to allow en88es to conduct important mi8ga8on work in these 
areas is important to members of the Colorado Water Congress.     

Once again, thank you for your leadership on S.1462, the Fix Our Forests Act. This legisla8on will 
help address our na8on’s urgent wildfire management needs and will provide las8ng posi8ve 
impacts on our communi8es, environment, and economy. Please let us know if we can answer 
any ques8ons.   

 

Sincerely,  

 

Chane Polo, CWC Execu8ve Director 

 

Andy Colosimo, Chair of CWC Federal Affairs Commibee 

 
May 18, 2015 

The Honorable Scott Tipton 
218 Cannon HOB 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
 RE: H.R. 695 
 
Dear Congressman Tipton: 

On behalf of the Colorado Water Congress, we are writing to express our support for H.R. 695, Healthy 
Forest Management and Wildfire Prevention Act.  The Colorado Water Congress is the principal voice of 
Colorado’s water interests, and our Federal Affairs Committee fully supports this legislation to protect 
against the bark beetle epidemic, drought, deteriorating forest conditions, and high risk of wildfires on 
National Forest System land and land under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Management.  

The Colorado Water Congress is in full support of this legislation, as Colorado’s forest lands provide 
water supplies for agriculture, municipal, industrial, recreational and environmental uses. Furthermore, as 
a headwaters state, Colorado water, originating in our forests, flows through 18 other states.  

H.R. 695 illustrates a clear goal of facilitating and expediting treatments to prevent wildfires in beetle-
infested forests, a keystone to protecting water flowing from Colorado’s forests. We appreciate your 
introducing this legislation and we look forward to working with you and your staff on similar issues to 
help protect Colorado in the future. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

____________________ 
Doug Kemper 
Executive Director 

____________________     ____________________ 
Andy Colosimo       Chris Treese 
Federal Affairs Committee Chair    Federal Affairs Committee Vice Chair 


